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Welcome Back Everybody
Welcome back to the new school year! We have had a very
smooth start and it has been terrific to see our students arriving
at school looking refreshed and ready to learn. A special welcome to our new students and their families. We are also excited to welcome our new Foundation students and their families to our school.
Our school calendar is also filling up! We have some exciting programs and initiatives happening throughout 2020, which we are looking forward to sharing with
you.
Staffing News
We welcome some new staff to our team. Mrs Sharee Lee is settling in very well
in Grade 4 and Mrs Amanda Perrett is supporting students with their inquiry
learning within the Discovery Centre. I recommend that you pay the Discovery
Centre a visit when you have some time to look at the fantastic resources that we
have acquired. We also welcome Ms Laura Holmes, who is on work placement
this year in our General Office. We wish our new staff all the best for 2020.
School Picnic
Many thanks to those who came along to our School Picnic. It was a wonderful
evening, with a great community atmosphere. I would like to thank
Mrs Heather Delahunty for the fantastic leadership displayed to bring
the evening together for us. A huge thank you to the parents and family members who helped with the BBQ and the activities on offer for
the children. Our dedicated staff team are always prepared to work
together to benefit our families and I thank them too. Thanks for a
great night, everybody!
The Primary Years Programme at UPPS
Ms Lesa Compton is our PYP Co-ordinator this year. We are very excited about the
growth in learning confidence evident across the school since the introduction of
the PYP. In line with IB expectations, our program of inquiry is developed to be
engaging, relevant, challenging and significant. 2020 promises to be an exciting
year of learning that builds upon all the work that has been done to transform
and improve our learning programs. I can’t wait to see all that our students will
accomplish!
New Building Project in 2020
Meetings have taken place about our new building that will replace the old portable near the Middle Unit and also the Middle Unit toilets. We are very excited
about the enhancements to our learning program that this building will enable.
Building is scheduled to commence around May/June and is due for completion in
December 2020.

Schools’ Privacy Policy
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website http://www.urquhartps.vic.edu.au/about-us/polices
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents. This information is also available in nine community languages
School Start Times
Just a friendly reminder that morning supervision does not commence until 8.35am. Students should
not be arriving at school until this time. I fully understand the odd occasion may arise where you may
need to drop your child at school earlier than this; however, we are encouraging all students to be at
school from 8.35am. The safety of our children is our most important priority and I thank you for your
understanding. Children arriving before this time should be supervised by attending Before School Care that is offered by the YMCA or alternatively, at Breakfast Club that begins at 8.15am.
School Diaries
Many thanks to parents for providing school diaries for the children. The diaries assist
with home/school communication and enable children to develop organisational skills. All students require a diary.
Athletics Carnival at Llanberris
The Athletics Carnival is rapidly approaching. This year, it will be held on Friday 21 st
February at Llanberris Reserve and we would love to see you there. I thank Mrs
Heather Delahunty for her organisation of this event.

School Council 2019-2020 Election- Call for Nominations
At Urquhart Park Primary School, we are supported by an active
School Council, made up of parent, teacher and community representatives. The role of our School Council includes developing our
Strategic Plan, approving our Annual Budget and setting and reviewing our policies. We have three subcommittees of School Council, Policy, Buildings and Grounds, and Community Engagement, who are responsible for overseeing the management of the school in those areas. I would sincerely like to thank all
members of our School Council for their work over 2019. Many thanks to Ms Belinda Collihole who has
led us very capably, as our School Council President. Belinda’s commitment and active role within the
school have been outstanding. Thank you also to Mrs Annette Millar, Mrs Sarah Bogers, Mrs Natalie
Dreier, Ms Rebecca Lenten, Mr Daniel Scott, Ms Deb Seamons and Ms Anjelica Taschler for their fantastic contribution to support our school.
In 2020, we have 2 parent representative vacancies on School Council and I encourage you to consider
nominating for these positions. Nominations for School Council parent representatives are currently
open, and close on Tuesday 18th February at 4pm. You may self-nominate or be nominated by another
person using the nomination forms available at the office. School Council terms of office are for two
years. School Councillors attend eight School Council meetings per year, held on the second Monday of
each month during each term. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like any information.
Proposed School Council Election Process and Timetable

Proposed School Council Election Process and Timetable
Event
Date
1

Notice of Election and Call for Nominations

Tuesday 11th February

2

Closing date for nominations

Tuesday 18th February at 4pm

3

Date by which the list of candidates and
nominators will be posted

Friday 21st February

4
5

Date by which ballot papers will be prepared Tuesday 25th February
and distributed
Close of ballot
Tuesday 10th March at 4pm

6

Vote count

Wednesday 11th March

7

Declaration of poll

Thursday 12th March

9

First Council Meeting to elect office bearers

Monday 16th March

Assemblies in Term 1
Whole school assemblies will be held on Friday 28th February and Friday
20th March. The first Unit Assemblies for the year will be held on Friday
afternoon at 2.15pm.
Learning Conferences- Save the Date

Please be aware that learning conferences will be held at the end of Term 1 (and again in
Term 3). Parents will be able to book appointments with teachers for the evening of
Thursday 26th March or morning of Friday 27th March. Booking details will be included on
upcoming newsletters. It is an expectation that students attend these learning conferences with their parents. Classes will not be held on Friday 27th March so that conferences can take place.
We look forward to a really exciting, happy and fun year full of learning.
Best wishes,
Janet Hillgrove

Primary Years Programme PYP
‘The Learner Profile’

As another school year begins, learners are already busy inquiring, communicating, thinking and reflecting on the opportunities
this year will present. As we work towards building knowledge
and skills across all areas of the curriculum, every learner will be
encouraged and supported to develop all ten of the Learner Profile Attributes.
All grade levels have commenced inquiries into their first Central
Idea for the year. The current Central Ideas for each grade level
are:
Foundation

Relationships contribute to shaping identity

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4
Grade 5
Grade 6

Language expresses ideas and connects people
Community influences wellbeing
Relationships strengthen community
Diversity within a community defines identity
Bodies are made of many systems, each having an important function.
Like all humans, children have rights and responsibilities

Keep wondering and inquiring!
Mrs Compton, PYP Co-ordinator

JUNIOR UNIT
Our Grade 2 students have started the year full of energy and ready to learn! We are settling into our new routines and have
already started investigating our first Unit of Inquiry - Communities influence wellbeing. We will be developing our selfmanagement and communication skills through inquiring into our wellbeing, experts in our community and how we as
researchers can gather and record information.
Our Grade One students have started off with great enthusiasm! We are working on our self – management skills and
becoming independent. Daily classroom routines are setting our students up for success. In these first 6 weeks we will be
investigating our first Unit of Inquiry – ‘Language Expresses Ideas and Connects People’, where we will focus on the works of
Julia Donaldson and support the children to recognise rhyme and word families.
Foundation students are off to a great start learning routines and enjoying going to their first specialist classes. Take home
books have been sent home so you can establish routines with home reading. Cards to learn letters and sounds will be ready
soon. We have learnt about ‘m’ and ‘a’ and will focus on ‘s’ and ‘d’ this week. Students are investigating emotions and
relationships in our current unit of inquiry – ‘RELATIONSHIPS CONTRIBUTE TO SHAPING IDENTITY.’

MIDDLE UNIT
Welcome to the Middle Unit for 2020! Thank you to all of the students who were able to attend our Learning
Assessment days at the beginning of the year, as well as all those who came along to our Family Picnic last week. It
has been a wonderful start to the year in the Middle Unit!
Grade 3’s have started exploring relationships and how kindness lays the foundations for strengthening
communities. The Grade 3’s will be using many lessons from The Resilience Project during this Unit of Inquiry.
Grade 4 students have been inquiring into how diversity in communities defines identity. Students will this week be
investigating the level of diversity in the Urquhart Park Primary School community.
We welcome families to attend our first Middle Unit assembly, to be held on Friday 14th February at 2.20pm in the
MPR. Students and teachers will be providing information shared in previous years at our Information Evening.
More notice will be given on SeeSaw. Thank you for such a cooperative start to the year!

SENIOR UNIT
The Senior Unit has had a busy start to 2020! It was great to see so many of our Senior Unit students and their families at the school picnic last week.
In the classroom the Grade 5’s have hit the ground running and have started their Unit of Inquiry on the human
body and the many important systems that help it function. They are beginning to understand the interconnectedness of the human body and the importance of looking after ourselves both physically and mentally.
In Grade 6, students have been looking at the inherent human rights that all people should have with a particular
focus on the rights of children. So far we have investigated the wants and needs of humans and looked at examples
from around the world of children who have had their human rights taken away from them. This Unit of Inquiry has
helped our students develop a stronger sense of appreciation for the many elements in our life that we sometimes
take for granted.
Across the Senior Unit classes have begun to complete lessons focused on the Resilience Project and students have
enjoyed discussing the importance of resilience and mindfulness in their everyday lives.
There will be a Senior Unit assembly this Friday, the 14th of February, in the Senior Unit at 2:30pm. It would be
wonderful to see as many parents and families in attendance to keep up to date with what is happening in the Senior Unit.

Japanese：Mr. Paxton

Konnichiwa!
2020 has got off to a very exciting start. I particularly welcome the new Foundation students, and hope
they’re excited to be learning a new language!

Japanese Captains: Congratulations to Liam and Tahlia on their appointment as Japanese Captains
this year. They are genuinely interested in Japanese language and culture, and have some great ideas to
make our club activities exciting, stimulating learning experiences. I’m looking forward to working with
them. Yoroshiku!
Japanese Club: Students will have the opportunity to enjoy a range of activities run by the Japanese
captains this term, including origami, manga drawing, cooking, dress ups, and playing with traditional
Japanese toys and games. Japanese club is held at lunchtime in the Japanese room.

JAPANESE CLUB TIMES: Tuesday: Grades F-3. Wednesday: Grades 4-6
Classroom assistants: This year, we are very lucky to have two new Japanese classroom assistants.
Jacqueline, or “Miss J”, will work on Tuesdays, and Yuko San on Wednesdays.
Show and Tell: Does your child own something Japanese? Eaten Japanese food at a restaurant? Have
a Japanese related story to share? Learning a Japanese martial art such as Judo or karate? Students are
encouraged to show and share each lesson.
Origami: I encourage students to make pieces at home. We have an origami display wall and I’m happy to give origami paper to students to take home. All they need to do is ask! The website I recommend
is www.origami-club.com

February 2020

UPCOMING DATES


Hockey Clinic Grades
one and two.

Thursday, February 13th

Physical Education
Athletics
This week children have been focussing on three events for our school
athletic sports. Children have learnt the technique for shot put, long jump
and hurdles. We have also discussed our Essential Agreement of being
Respectful, Responsible and Safe during Physical Education lessons.



House Athletic Sports

Llanberris, whole school
Friday, February 21st


Mixed Division
Swimming

Individual entry only. Please
contact Mrs Delahunty if you
wish to enter an event
Thursday, February 27th


School Cross Country

Whole school
Wednesday, March 18th


Zone Cross Country

Tuesday, March 24th

Genesis health and fitness
Thankyou to Genesis Health and fitness for their huge contribution of
$1000. This will go towards Physical Education equipment for our
children. We are thrilled that the Urquhart Park Community came
together to earn points for our school. We were thrilled to win and have
purchased a range of equipment for the children to utilize during their
Physical Education lessons as well as during recess and lunch breaks. Well
done and thankyou to all that were involved.

Please support those who support us. Urquhart Park Primary receive 5% of all purchases at Rebel sport. Please sign up to be a
member at the counter when purchasing and choose Urquhart
Park Primary School.

PLEASE LET ME KNOW
ABOUT THE WONDERFUL
SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
OF YOUR CHILD/ CHILDREN
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL . WE
WOULD LOVE TO SHARE
WITH OUR URQUHART
PARK COMMUNITY.
THANKYOU
MRS HEATHER DELAHUNTY

WHO WE ARE … Conservation is the
protection of animals, plants, and natural resources.
In supporting this Unit of Inquiry we are focusing on recognising that the actions we do as a
sustainable community have a positive influence on our wellbeing, our wildlife and our environment. As part of our success criteria:

THANK YOU to the wonderful families that so
generously volunteer on weekends and over
the holidays to care for our chooks, worms,
frogs, garden and collect donations from Second Bite for us. We couldn't do without our
‘SUSTAINABLE GARDENING’ ANGELS, and we
are very grateful for your continuing support.

Grade 6 are producing framed images of, ’what
they would like be sustainably frameous/
famous’ for.

We welcome new families to our team. If you
would like to help out please let me know.

Grade 5 are designing a set of babushka figurines featuring sustainable actions.
Grade 4 and 3 are making, sustainable action
superhero masks.

Grades F, 1 and 2 are upcycling materials to
make ducklings with the message that we need
to be careful of, and make good
decisions
regarding single use plastics, that could end up
polluting our waterways and animal habitats.

CANTEEN NEWS
Our sustainable canteen will resume in
week 5. The canteen menu and pricelist can be found on our Urquhart Park
App.
Ms. Hartmann
The Sustainable Gardening Kitchen

Upcoming Music Dates for your Diary
Week 3—CrashBangWallop begins. All clubs and choir running.
Week 4 - Gr 2 Violin parent information session. Tues 3.15pm-3.25pm
Week 9 - Grade 2 violin open lesson 2.30pm-3pm, Hiroba
Advanced notice - May 29 - Junior Choirs Festival, WCPA
It has been a busy start to Term 1 in the Music Room. The Seedlings and Saplings Choirs are both up and
running as are all our Lunchtime clubs (see below) CrashBangWallop! hits off again this week and is open
for interested Grade 4-6 students. If your child would like to join us please contact Mrs. Allen via the
office. Our instrumental lessons have commenced with piano, guitar, violin, recorder and drums all available during the school day this year. Please complete the form attached to this newsletter if you would
still like to sign up—there are still vacancies on several instruments.
I am very pleased to welcome Josie and Tobias, our Music Captains for 2020, to the Music team this year
and I look forward to working with them to continue to grow our music program and continue to make
many opportunities available to all of our students. See you soon in the Music Room! MMrs. Allen

Term 1 Music Clubs:
Monday: Little Drummers (F-3)

Tuesday: Violin Club (all violin students)

Friday: 8am - Saplings Choir (2-6) Lunchtime: Ukulele Club F-6
3.15pm-3.45pm - CrashBangWallop (4-6)

Composer in Focus Competition - Sir Elton John
Elton John has recently been in Australia as part of his Farewell Yellow Brick
Road World Tour and to celebrate this he is being featured as our Composer in focus. To enter answer the questions below on an entry form from the
office or the Music Room. Remember every entry wins a prize and family
members and teachers can enter as well as students.
1.Where (country and city if possible) and when (dates) was Elton John born?
2. While Elton John writes the Music, who was the other important part of the team (the
lyricist) for a large number of his songs?

Dear Parents and Members of the UPPS Saplings,

,

Greetings and welcome to Choir for 2020! I write to let you know about the exciting
Plans for the Saplings this year and to encourage you to continue your involvement in
this important School ensemble. Thanks to those who were sable to join us for the
first rehearsal in Week 2.

This year the Saplings will have a wide range of performance opportunities including School assemblies,
our local kindergartens and nursing homes, the Ballarat Junior Choirs Festival (May 29, 2020), Royal
South Street Eisteddfod (August), and many more that will become clearer as the year continues.
The challenges provided to and expectations made of this exceptional group of students in 2019 lead to a
significant improvement in their skills and some great success in performance, including places at The
Royal South Street Eisteddfod. In 2020 we will continue to develop their musicianship skills, particularly
their aural skills and their music reading through a range of activities each week. Sometimes these challenges may seem demanding but I believe that by following this path, the UPPS Saplings can become the
best Junior Choir in the Ballarat Region. Our winnings from South Street last year have enabled us to
purchase some brand new music, written my living, Australian composers – very exciting and I can’t wait
to share it with the students and the community when we perform.
We will be continuing to rehearse in the before school time slot (8am-8.45am) each Friday as this has
proved most successful in many different ways. The details for our weekly rehearsals will be:
When:

Friday 8am-8.45am

Where:

The Music Room

What to bring:

Yourself, a drink bottle and a smile

We are hope that many of our previous members will be able to join us again this year and are excited
about the interest from new students across School who intend to join us.
If you have any significant questions about your child’s involvement in the
Choir contact either Lyndell Allen (music teacher) or the office to discuss
how we might be able to assist you.
I look forward to our next rehearsal,
Lyndell Allen
Music Teacher and Choir Director, UPPS

Request and Permission to be a member of Saplings Choir (Gr2-6)

Student Name: _____________________________

Grade: ______

I would like to join the Saplings Choir in 2020 and commit to attending the rehearsals on Friday before
school each week. I will make every effort to follow the Choir Essential Agreement (copy to follow after
first rehearsal) and to meet the challenges provided this year.
Signature of Student: ____________________________________________
I give permission for my child to attend Saplings rehearsals at 8am on Friday each week and commit to
getting them to rehearsals on time. I will encourage them to meet the challenges provided in choir rehearsals and to participate in all performances this year.
Signature of Parent/Guardian: ______________________________________

Name of Parent Guardian (please Print): _______________________
Contact Number:______________

Dear Parent/Guardian,
We are very pleased to be able to offer the opportunity to access instrumental music lessons at school to the students at UPPS again in 2020.
Please find attached a 2020 Instrumental Lesson Application Form for you to fill out in order for your child to be placed in instrumental lessons with one of our visiting instrumental staff. Please read the information about fees carefully and ensure that you have indicated whether you have access to an appropriate instrument.
These forms will be collected by the office and then the details will be passed on to the
appropriate teacher who will make contact with you to arrange payment details and give
you information about your child’s lesson times for the term and commencement date.
All lessons will take place at UPPS during the school day, (or before after school by negotiation, if available from that teacher) and will be organised on a rotational basis so that
children are not missing the same class each week. Please complete your application form
(one per child, per instrument) and return it to the School office as soon as possible. Lessons will commence as soon as possible following the submission of the form, or when
necessary, at the beginning of the next term. In the case that there is no vacancy in a particular instrument, you will be contacted to discuss this and your child may be placed on a
waiting list until a place becomes available.
We are very excited that your family is interested in becoming more involved in the Music
program at UPPS and look forward to hearing your child playing their instrument at school
performances as they progress.
Yours sincerely,
Lyndell Allen Music Teacher

Instrumental Application Form and Agreement
Student Name: __________________________________
____________________________

Class 2020

Parent/Guardian Name/s: ______________________________________________________________________
Billing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: __________________________
________________________________
Email: ____________________________________

Mobile:
Preferred contact type – Phone / Email (please circle)

Instrument Selected to Learn (please circle):
Guitar

Drums

Piano

Violin

Recorder

I already have my own instrument (this must be checked an approved by the teacher as suitable)
OR
I need to obtain an instrument for lessons and would like advice about
hiring / buying a suitable instrument (please circle)
NB Hire available for violins only. If hire is required a hire agreement form will also need to be
completed

Preferred lesson type (please number):
Individual ($27)

Shared by 2* ($15 p/p)

Shared by 3* ($10 p/p)

Agreement to commit to instrumental Lessons at UPPS.
*only available where suitable groups can be formed

I understand that I am making the commitment to lessons for the minimum of 1 term and that I will be required to give notice at least 2 weeks prior to the end of the term if my child decides to cease lessons.
I understand that fees for the lessons are payable in advance, directly to the teacher, on receipt of an invoice.
I commit to paying for these lessons by the half term / full term (please circle) (other terms may be possible but must be arranged with the teacher prior to commencement)

Signed Parent/Guardian: __________________________________________________________
Date: ___________________________

Office Use Only
Date received: __________________________________

Teacher Allocation: ______________________________

Date Information forwarded: ______________________

First Lesson: ___________________________________

This year we are pleased to be introducing The Resilience Project’s wellbeing
curriculum in our classrooms.
The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-based, practical strategies to
build resilience.
We will be having presentations for our staff, students and parent/carer community that will share stories and
research on how we can build mental health in our day to day life.
The Resilience Project will be coming to our school on March 19th at 6:30pm to introduce the program and how
Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness can be used to support our kids’ learning, and support you as parents and
carers.
This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of our students. Staff and
students will have similar presentations to complement regular wellbeing classroom
lessons.
Please save the date, and we look forward to seeing you there!
THE RESILIENCE PROJECT

BALLARAT

CYCLE CLASSIC
SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY
WALK, RIDE OR RUN (variety of events/
distances)
REGISTER - https://ballaratcycleclassic.com.au/
TEAM NAME ‘UPPS’
To SPONSOR the UPPS team – Go to the website, click on SPONSOR A RIDER, then SEARCH FOR A
TEAM – type in UPPS

URQUHART PARK CRICKET REPORT
Cricket season for 2020 has begun!
February 5th

Venue: Doug Dean Reserve, Delacombe

Thank you to the 12 eager players for putting in a very competitive performance in
our first match of the season. Playing VRI Delacombe CC, I was proud of the energy on display in our fielding and encouragement given to our bowlers. Dylan,
our wicketkeeper, put in a flawless display.
Our batting, against some fearsome fast bowling, showed great resistance and
we were treated to some excellent power hitting at the tail of our innings by Tyson.

Thank you to the parents for supporting our team.
Remember that training is on Monday at lunchtime on the Basketball courts, and
is compulsory. Go UPPS!
UPPS:

7/56

VRI Delacombe:
Mr. Paxton (Cricket Co-Ordinator)

2/56

SOVEREIGN AND EUREKA DIVISION SWIMMING SPORTS 50m Events- Thursday 27th February, 2019.
EUREKA AQUATIC CENTRE 50M POOL:
DOORS OPEN AT 8:45am for a 9:30am start
Schools are allowed to enter a maximum of four individuals per event. No additional entries can be accepted.

AGE OF SWIMMER AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 2020 FOR ALL EVENTS

Girls
1

Boys
2

Age

Event

3

4

5

6

7
9

8
10

11

12

12/13 year old

50m Butterfly (52.00

13

14

9/10 year old

50m Freestyle (52.00

9/10 year old

50m Breaststroke

(1:10.00)
11 year old

50m Breaststroke

(1:08.00)
12/13 year old

50m Breaststroke

(60.00 secs)
9/10 year old
11 year old

50m Butterfly (1:10.00)
50m Butterfly (60.00

secs)
secs)
secs)
15 16 11 year old 50m Freestyle (48.00 secs) 17 18 12/13 year old 50m Freestyle (45.00 secs)
Proposed Lunch break – approx. 20 minutes

19

20

9/10 year old

21

22

23

24

12/13 year old

25
27
29
31

26
28
30
32

9 - 13 year old
9/10 year old
11 year old
12/13 year old

50m Backstroke (60.00

secs)
11 year old

50m Backstroke (58.00

secs)
50m Backstroke (55.00

secs)
4 x 50m Medley Relay
4 x 50m Freestyle Relay
4 x 50m Freestyle Relay
4 x 50m Freestyle Relay

PLEASE NOTE:
EACH SWIMMER MUST BE ABLE TO SWIM THE QUALIFYING TIMES IN BRACKETS NEXT TO EVENT
Schools must submit qualifying times for swimmers (these can be SV times or school trial times)
Entry is $10 per swimmer – which allows swimmers to compete in a maximum of 2 individual events, 1 Freestyle relay and 1 Medley relay
Programs will be available for purchase upon entry
Entries must be submitted to dew.chloe.c@edumail.vic.gov.au by school sport coordinators on the school spreadsheet file (entry spreadsheet can be downloaded by following this link https://drive.google.com/open?
id=1v0_QC0aQztlXNDZI9unVWMnHucfU9pzX )
Invoices will be sent directly to schools and must be paid by the 1 st of March
NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED
The first two swimmers from each individual event and the first two relay teams in each event will progress through to the
Regional Swimming to be held in Horsham on Friday the 20th of March.

ENTRIES DUE THURSDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2020 - by 5:00pm

