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Home Learning 

A huge thank you to everybody for overcoming the           

challenges presented by home learning. We are all very 

proud of the way that students, families and teachers have 

continued to work together to achieve success. We have 

responded to feedback from teachers and families to        

introduce ‘catch up days’ and have implemented guidelines 

for teachers in relation to providing feedback for tasks to 

reduce workloads. I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful work that our 

incredible UPPS staff, both teaching and non-teaching, continue to do. They have 

been thrust into these new ways of teaching and learning and I am very proud of 

them for rising to this challenge.  

We again reinforce the message that we understand that these are challenging 

times and ask that families just do their best. The health and wellbeing of all   

families is our key priority and we encourage you to aim for a balanced approach 

to learning at home. Please remember that we are only a phone call or an email 

away. We have an experienced wellbeing team made up of Ms Dowling, Hannah 

and Stacey available to support students if required. Please contact the school so 

that we can put these supports in place for your children if required. 

Grade 6 –Year 7 Transition  

Thank you to the families of our Grade 6 students 

who have already returned their transition forms. 

It is very important that we receive all of these 

before the deadline (Friday 29th May).  We       

understand that this may be a daunting process 

for some families. Please contact us if you require 

support with completion of the forms. 

Resilience Project 

Last Thursday, approximately 50 families joined us online for the Resilience     

Project webinar. Our host, Hugh Van Cuylenburg, supported us to learn more 

about the project and the ways by which our school’s involvement supports our 

students’ wellbeing. Many thanks to those who participated. Monica and I hope 

that you got as much out of the presentation as we did. The project team have 

provided an at home learning program, details of which can be found in this 

newsletter. A huge thank you to Hugh and the team at the project for all that 

they have done to support our community.  



New Building Project 

I have been involved in meetings with the team responsible for our new building. It is 

looking as though the old portable classrooms will be removed over the next school     

holidays. Much of the construction of the new classrooms will take place off site. The   

project also includes some landscaping of the area outside the 

Grades 3 and 4 classrooms. We hope that our students and staff 

will reap the benefits of this upgrade to our buildings and grounds. 

 

Foundation 2021 

While we are unable to hold school tours at the moment, we are enrolling Foundation 

students for 2021.  Please contact our school office if you would like to enrol your child in 

Foundation for 2021.  

I would like to wish all mothers within our school community a very 

happy Mother’s Day for Sunday. I hope that you all have a very       

special day. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

Janet Hillgrove 

CSEF Prep Uniform Package 

An email was forwarded to eligible families with the information to enable lodgement 

of an application form for the 2020 CSEF Prep Uniform Package. 

Thank you to the families who have already responded. 

Please provide us with the required information as soon as possible, so that we can   

submit the details on your behalf.  

At this stage we are unsure as to when the items will arrive, but will notify families once 

they do. 

If you have any queries, or are unsure of whether you are eligible, please do not        

hesitate to contact the office. 

Karen 



 

Primary Years Programme PYP 

‘Reflective Learners’ 

 “It’s not what you look at that matters, but what you see.” – Henry David Thoreau 

What do our learners ‘see’ when they reflect on their learning? 

 

One of the most powerful parts of the learning process is the opportunity to look back and think 

about the experience itself. Was it good? Was it bad? Did you enjoy the moment? What did you 

learn? What do you still need to learn? Reflecting on learning is a big part of what it means to be a 

successful learner, and now more than ever, learners need time to reflect on their learning and this 

extraordinary part of their learning journey.  

In the classroom, learners reflect on their learning goals, the learning experiences explored, and 

feedback from teachers and peers. Doing this allows students to consider their learning more deeply 

and determine the ‘what next?’ in their learning. At home, we encourage students to be reflective 

learners by reviewing teacher feedback and thinking ‘how can I use this feedback to improve?’ We 

also encourage families to reflect with their children using some of the questions below. 

 

Prompts for Reflection 

Keep wondering and inquiring! 

Mrs Compton, PYP Co-ordinator 

 

Inspire Inquire Grow  



JUNIOR UNIT 
It is hard to believe that we are 4 weeks in already, thank you to all the parents and students for supporting us on 

this journey. Every time your child completes the tasks provided, we are overjoyed by the effort everyone is putting 

in and it makes us smile with pride. We are proud of each and every one of you! 

Foundation students are continuing to work on their inquiry into ‘Changes in the weather informs the way people 

live their lives’ . This week students are going to become weather reporters and we look forward to seeing some 

creativity with dress ups and role play.  

Grade 1’s are continuing their work on ‘Knowledge, thoughts and feelings affect relationships’. We have seen some 

great creativity with calmness jars and we have also heard many wonderful conversations about how the students 

are demonstrating empathy at home.  

Finally, our Grade 2 students celebrated their learning this  week, by showcasing their National Virtual Museum of 

Global Celebrations for all students to see.  

Thanks again for your support and please reach out if we can offer any assistance. We are here for you! 

MIDDLE UNIT 

Thank you to all the parents and students who have been incredibly supportive and resilient through this 

unprecedented journey. We understand that it is undoubtedly challenging for you all, but the way you have 

approached it makes us proud to be your teachers.  

This week Grade 3 are working on an at-home challenge to change one action that will help the environment. 

Turning off the lights, taking shorter showers, recycling more, even starting a compost bin, are all actions families 

are trying together. It is great to see students encouraging their families to be courageous and try something new!  

Grade 4’s are continuing their introduction to persuasive writing. Students have been shown the structure of a 

persuasive piece and experimenting with persuasive language. Students are focussing on being mindful this week in 

their Resilience Project activities. It is very important in this challenging time to step back and take notice of the 

wonderful things around us.  

Please continue to provide us with your feedback and ask for assistance where it is necessary. To all the mums and 

significant women, have a wonderful Mother’s Day on Sunday.  

SENIOR UNIT 

It is already week 4 and hasn’t Term 2 gone quickly! 

Thankyou to all the Senior Unit students and families for their high level of effort and engagement with the home 

learning that we have undertaken. It has been a challenging time for many students with so many changes and they 

should be proud of their efforts to get the hang of this new way of learning. Across the Senior Unit students have 

been developing their reading fluency. Through the focus on pauses and the use of stress and emphasis, students 

have been busily recording their reading for their teachers and to demonstrate their improving fluency.  

In Grade 5 students are continuing to focus on their makers market and using technology to engage with each 

other, such as the use of Padlet. In Grade 6 students have finished their work on adding and subtracting decimals 

and are now focusing on fractions. This has been a challenge as we have learnt about the importance of finding 

common denominators and the relevance of knowing our times tables. 

Over the next few weeks classes will begin to use Webex to engage students in online learning which will be a new 

experience for everyone. Thankyou again to all the students and families for their efforts so far this term and please 

know that if you have any difficulties, please feel free to contact your teacher for support. 



While we are staying in the safety of our 

homes during this strange time, it would 

be possible to forget the importance of 

our connection to art in the world 

around us. 

Did you know that many of the greatest 

art museums of the world offer virtual 

tours that we can take from the comfort 

of our couch—here are just a few to 

check out. 

britishmuseum.org   guggenheim-bilbao.eus  

getty.edu    nhm.ac.uk  

museivaticani.va   rijksmuseum.nl  

m.musee-orsay.fr    nationalgallery.org.uk  

Most humans need creative outlets in 

order to maintain balance and a sense 

of who we are. For some this comes 

through creating a beautiful spot in the 

garden while for others performing or  

enjoying Music is their outlet. Some of 

us need to cook and others need to 

crotchet. For some just drawing or      

colouring quietly is enough to put us 

back to right.  Try to allow time for  

your children to feed their creativity as 

part of their time at home - it might just 

make a difference to the whole family!  

https://www.britishmuseum.org/
https://www.guggenheim-bilbao.eus/en
http://getty.edu/museum
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en.html#lnav_explore
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en
https://m.musee-orsay.fr/en/home.html
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/


“But the children knew, as I’m sure you know, that the worst surroundings in the 

world can be tolerated if the people in them are        

interesting and kind”  

           The Bad Beginning — Lemony Snicket 

 

 

 

 

Hello UPPS Community! 

Not being able to get out and about, visit family, friends, and attend school is tough. Take this 

opportunity to find fun ways to stay connected. Why not take a virtual tour! Visit the Great Wall 

of China, see the Mona Lisa or check our your favourite Zoo animals as a live stream!  

World zoos offering virtual tours at brisbanekids.com.au 

World’s best virtual tours for kids visit kidnews.com.au 

 

  

 Discovery Centre News 

ARCADE GAME COMPETITION  

DT Hub are offering primary students aged 5-12 a chance to create an 

arcade game while learning at home. Your game can be made from re-

cycled materials, or be digitally created using programs such as Scratch, Tynker, Ruby or Stencyl. 

Prizes are JB Hi-Fi vouchers, so give it a try!!! 

For details, go to https://www.digitaltechnologieshub.edu.au/students/challenges-and-

competitions/design-an-arcade-game   

Mrs Perrett 

STORY BOX LIBRARY 

Some feedback from our families and students: 

“I saw Jimmy Giggle! He was reading The Unscary Book!” 

“The books were very funny...my favourite part was the monster” 

I liked reading Anzac Biscuits...we are going to make them this weekend! 

I found one story sad, and one happy! I really like reading them, thank you! 

These were lovely stories! They were really useful, helping us in the understanding of Anzac Day! Thank you 

Mrs Perrett! 

 

https://www.brisbanekids.com.au/world-zoos-that-offer-virtual-tours/
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/technology/take-a-virtual-tour-around-the-worlds-best-sites-galleries-zoos-museums-and-even-mars/news-story/5717c73be2321ba8dcfeedf35bf4d9c8
https://www.digitaltechnologieshub.edu.au/students/challenges-and-competitions/design-an-arcade-game
https://www.digitaltechnologieshub.edu.au/students/challenges-and-competitions/design-an-arcade-game
https://www.digitaltechnologieshub.edu.au/students/challenges-and-competitions/design-an-arcade-game


The SUSTAINABLE  

GARDENING KITCHEN …  
challenges you to grow your own vegetables from 

scraps!  

Leafy Vegetables 

Leafy vegetables that grow in heads, such as celery and bok 

choy, are some of the easiest scraps to grow. Just cut off the 

plant's base, which you normally wouldn't eat, so you have a 

piece about 3 centimetres tall. Place it cut side up in a shallow 

saucer, and then add 1 centimetre of water. Refresh the water 

regularly, and get ready for harvestable greens. Leafy scraps 

will grow in water on a sunny indoor windowsill year-round. 

You can also transplant them from water into soil as soon as 

they show roots and new green growth.  

Bulb and Bulb-like Vegetables 

For green onions, leeks, fennel and lemongrass, cut off 

the end with the tiny roots so you have a scrap about 3 

centimetres tall. Place it root end down in water I         

centimetre deep. Be sure the water covers the roots, but 

not the top. Keep water fresh, and a supply of shoots will  

follow. 

 Root Crops and Root-like Vegetables 

With vegetables such as turnips, beetroot and car-

rots ,the root gets eaten and the top part, where leaves 

once grew, gets thrown away. These top scraps regrow 

tasty leaves for fresh salads or sautés. Cut off the top, 

but leave I centimetre of the head attached. Place the 

head in shallow water, cut side down and leaf end up, 

and fresh greens will soon appear. 



Upcoming Virtual Instrumental Concert 

If your child or your family would like to be part of our proposed            
upcoming virtual concert you will need to  
1. Take a video of yourself perfoming on your instrument (this can     

include singing) 
2. Post your Video to the Music folder on your classroom page and make sure you 

comment that it is for the concert specifically. 
3. Keep an eye out for the broadcast of our first ever Virtual Instrumental Concert.    

There might even be a few guest performances by our teachers…  
 

Term 2 Music Clubs: 

Our Music clubs will still be running this term—just in your home   in-

stead of the Music room! If  you would like to be added to Saplings 

Choir (Gr2-6), Ukulele (all grades, must have access to a ukulele at 

home), Violin Club (must have had violin lessons and have an         in-

strument) and CrashBangWallop (Grades 4-6) please contact Mrs Allen via SeeSaw. 

New Look Composer In Focus. 

To enter the competition create your own presentation to tell us about 

the composer and his music. You can make a poster (or an online 

Glogster), Powerpoint, podcast, video, or annotated play list. Include as 

many of the following details as you can: Name, Nationality (where were 

they born), Dates of Birth and death, 5 facts about their life, a list of mu-

sic that they wrote and some information about what makes this person so famous or im-

portant  

Here are the next two clues about our composer: 

Clue  3: he was also a performer and teacher of piano, violin and viola.  

Clue 4: He started going deaf at the age of 28 and was completely deaf by 44/45. This 

stopped him being able to perform but did not stop him composing. 

Here is the next playlist in our music for calm home learning. Grade 3 have road 

tested this one for us thanks to Ms. Devlin and we hope you enjoy it too! 

UPPS calm music for learning at home 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1WZa4zvzJEh5OeJclizkpa?si=YL085IANTW60zQmje5KE1g


Japanese：Mr. Paxton 

Konnichiwa!  

Dear UPPS community, 

It has been a challenging term for everyone. Despite this, there have been some 

incredible positives and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank parents for        

encouraging, supporting, and helping their children  with my Japanese online     

activities. I’ve loved seeing your kids’ work, laughed at their jokes and been      

impressed by some very creative submissions. 

Gambatta ne! (Well done!) 

 

Netflix: In recent weeks, popular Anime movies 

from Studio Ghibli, including Totoro, Ponyo, Howl’s 

Moving Castle and many 

others, have been made 

available. They’re a great way to 

learn about Japanese culture. Watch 

them in  Japanese with English    

subtitles for an authentic experience! 

 

Origami Club: easily the best    

Origami website! They have a star 

rating system for levels of difficulty, 

so perfect for beginners and         

advanced. No origami paper? 

Use any rectangular piece of 

paper, fold it into a triangle, 

and cut the edge off! 

www.origami-club.com/en 

 

Manga: There are hundreds of “How To” videos on 

Youtube, online tutorials, and apps available for Iphones 

and Android. There will 

be a competition for    

students in Grades 3-6 

this term, so now is the 

time to start practising. 

Stay tuned for more     

details! 



 

Physical Education 
Physical Education Challenge 

Congratulations to all the children who have entered the 

Physical Education challenges. It has been so enjoyable 

watching all your cool moves and your strength during 

the challenges. Thankyou to the many parents who have 

helped film and time your children.  

In total we had over 280 entries. I was so pleased that so 

many children have entered the challenges each week! 

Well done to the winning entries for the first 2 challenges. 

Challenges will be sent out through Seesaw each      

Monday so keep a look out. 

Dance challenge winners: 

Sebastian/Piper Bogers & Nate/Brodie Carter  

Push up challenge winners: 

Ashley Ham & Kylan Steele 

 

Physical Activity 

Think out side the box to stay fit and healthy and build 

strength. 

By doing Chores and helping your parents around your 

home. 

 Vacuum or sweep floors 

 Load and unload dishwasher 

 Help carry in the groceries 

 Put out the rubbish’ / recyclables 

 Rake leaves 

 Weed the garden 

 Take out the wheelie bin 

 Load  and unload washing machine (hang washing 

older children) 

 Pack up and put away toys. 

 Clean the windows 
 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

 

 All future sporting events 
have been postponed     
until  further notice.  

 

Physical Education Fo-
cus  

 

Children have been focussing on 

the skills of bounce and catch 

over the last 2 weeks. Please  

encourage your child/children to 

complete their seesaw template 

each week for Physical            

Education. Children have 1 week 

to complete each skill. These are 

great activities to do on a        

weekend or on Friday catch up.  

Thankyou 

 

 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW ABOUT 
THE WONDERFUL  PHYSICAL                 
ACTIVITIYES YOUR CHILD/         
CHILDREN HAVE BEEN  DOING 
DURING HOME SCHOOLING. WE 
WOULD LOVE TO SHARE WITH 
OUR URQUHART PARK              
COMMUNITY ON OUR FACEBOOK 
PAGE AND NEWSLETTER. PLEASE 
POST YOUR  PHOTOS ON             
ACTIVITY PAGE THROUGH        
SEESAW 

THANKYOU 

Please support those who support us. Urquhart Park       

Primary receive 5% of all  purchases at Rebel sport. Please 

sign up to be a member at the counter when purchasing 

and choose Urquhart Park Primary.  

 May 2020 






